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SENATE  UNANIMOUSLY  URGES  IMMEDIATE  RELIEF  FOR  EUROPE 

The  Taft-Glllette  Bill  (S.Res.lOO)  passed  the  Senate  -unanimously  February  15th  urging  the 
Governmentof  the  United  States  to  endeavor  to  work  out  with  the  British  and  other  govern* 
loents  the  setting  up  of  systematic  and  definite  relief  under  neutral  supervision,  as  In 
the  Greek  plan,  for  all  stricken  and  hungry  countries  where  the  need  Is  now  acute.  Since 
action  Is  now  up  to  the  American  and  British  govermenta,  write  to  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  urging  such  action  for  feeding  Europe  now. 

The  Washington  D.  C.  Post  said  editorially  on  February  23rd,  "President  Roosevelt  now  has 
a  clear  mandate  to  take  effective  action  toward  relieving  the  starving  children  of  Europe. 
Without  a  dissenting  voice  the  Senate  endorsed  Senator  Gillette's  resolution  urging  such 
action.  This  should  serve  to  override  the  opposition  of  some  of  our  own  State  Department 
and  F.S.A.  officials.  It  should  also  afford  a  potent  argument  to  win  the  British  over  to 
cooperation. 

"Food  for  the  relief  of  European  children  Is  available  In  South  America  and  Canada.  Funds 
for  the  purchase  of  it  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  governments*in*exile .  Neutral  ships, 
otherwise  Idle,  can  transport  the  cargoes.  The  International  Red  Cross  will  undertake  to 
supervise  distribution  of  the  food  and  guard  against  Its  appropriation  by  the  enemy.  All 
that  is  needed,  therefore,  Is  to  negotiate  an  agreement  with  Germany  respecting  distribu¬ 
tion  and  to  lift  the  Allied  blockade  on  shipments  to  Marseille.  The  President  should  act 
to  Implement  the  Senate's  resolution  without  delay.  Hunger  will  not  wait  upon  the  nice¬ 
ties  of  protocol  or  on  the  chances  of  Invasion." 

AUTHORIZATION  FOR  UNRRA  PASSES  SENATE 

The  authorization  for  $1,350,000,000  (one  per  cent  of  the  national  Income)  for  support  of 
the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration  passed  the  Senate  on  February 
17tl:^  47  to  14^  with  amendments  idilch  will  send  the  bill  to  the  Rouse  for  conference  before 
the  final  provisions  are  certain.  One  axnendment  by  Taft  of  Ohio  wo-uld  require  approval  by 
Joint  resolutlonof  Congress  for  any  new  obligations  and  another  by  Willis  of  Indiana  would 
prohibit  UNRRA  funds  being  used  to  promote  political,  religious  or  educational  projects  In 
liberated  territory.  Perhaps  the  most  serlo-us  restrictions  were  on  relief  "except  within 
enemy  territory  occupied  by  the  enemy"  If  that  were  construed  to  prevent  feeding  In  Ger¬ 
many  and  Japan  after  the  war,  and  the  prohibition  of  use  of  funds  In  rehabilitation.  The 
seven  Democrats  voting  against  the  bill  were  Clark  of  Idaho,  Gillette  of  Iowa,  McClellan 
of  Arkansas,  O'Daniel  of  Texas,  Overton  of  Louisiana,  Reynolds  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Wheeler  of  itontana.  The  seven  Republicans  fibo  voted  against  the  bill  were  Bushfleld  of 
South  Dakota,  Butler  of  Nebraska,  Moore  of  Oklahoma,  Ships tead  of  Minnesota,  Wherry  of  Neb- 
raska,  Willis  of  Indiana,  and  Wilson  of  Iowa.  Why,  for  example,  should  both  Senators  from 
'  Iowa  and  Nebraska  —  large  food-producing  states  —  be  opposed  to  spending  on  a  world  wide 
I  food  and  relief  program  during  two  years  ,  less  than  that  expended  every  five  days  now  on 
[  the  prosecution  of  the  war?  This  bill  Is  merely  an  authorization,  and  an  appropriation 
f  bill  will  still  be  necessary  before  funds  are  available. 

t  The  National  Planning  Association,  800  -  21st  Street  N.W.,  Washington  D.C.,  has  Just  pub- 
1  llshed  an  64-page  pamphlet  "UNRRA  —  Gateway  to  Recovery"  for  50  cents  which  describes  the 
I  history,  organization  and  policies  of  UNRRA. 


Page  2 


Washington  Letter  No. 


DBIVE  KAY  BEGIN  SOON  TO  ENACT  POST  WAR  MILITARY  CONSCRIPTION 


On  January  1],  1944,  Chairman  Andrew  J.  May  of  the  House  Military  Affairs  Cixsaittee  intro-] 
duced  H.R.3947  in  the  Houae  of  Representatives,  which  would  provide  that  every  young  nan, 
upon  attaining  the  age  of  seventeen,  or  upon  the  completion  of  hi^  school,  shall  he  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  Army  or  Navy  for  one  year  for  universal  military  training.  For  eight] 
years  he  would  be  enrolled  in  the  reserves  and  subject  to  refresher  training.  This  Act] 
woixld  become  effective  whenever  the  present  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  would  expirej 
(present  expiration  date  May  15,  1945,  but  the  expiration  date  is  likely  to  be  extended). 
An  Associated  Press  dispatch  on  February  18th  indicated  that  hearings  would  begin  the  fol-| 
lowing  week,  but  that  was  a  premature  announcement.  The  present  prospect  —  subject  toi 
the  vicissitudes  of  legislative  timetables  —  is  that  hearings  may  commence  late  in  March. 

The  text  of  the  May  Bill,  B.R.3947,  is  as  follows; 

A  BILL 

To  provide  xiniversal  military  or  naval 
training  for  all  male  citizens,  and  for  other  purposes. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  Congress  hereby  declares  it  to  be  the  national  policy 
that  the  future  peace  and  security  of  the  Nation  requires  that  every  able-bodied  mala 
citizen  of  the  United  States  ,  and  every  male  alien  residing  therein,  should  receive  at 
least  one  year  of  military  or  naval  training  through  a  system  of  universal  military 
training. 

SEC.  2.  The  experiences  of  the  present  conclusively  establish  that  the  lack  of  such  a 
system  results  in  unnecessary  wars  ,  the  needless  sacrifice  of  human  life,  the  dissipa¬ 
tion  of  the  national  wealth  ,  and  useless  disruption  of  the  social  and  economic  fabric 
of  the  Nation,  and  causes  international  discord  and  interracial  misunderstandings. 

SEC.  3.  Under  such  regulations  as  the  President  shall  prescribe,  every  able-bodied 
male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  every  male  alien  residing  therein,  shall  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  military  or  naval  training,  and  upon  attaining  the  age  of  seventeen  years  shall 
be  inducted  into  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  a  period  of  one  year,  or  its 
equivalent,  including  such  time  as  may  be  reasonably  necessary  for  induction,  mobiliza¬ 
tion,  and  demobilization;  Provided.  That  any  person  subject  to  training  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  Act  shall  begin  such  training  when  he  attains  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  or  immediately  upon  the  successful  completion  of  the  full  course  of  an  accredited 
high  school  or  preparatory  school,  whichever  first  occurs. 


SEC.  4.  After  the  completion  of  training  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  each  trainee 
shall  be  enrolled  as  a  reservist  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  for  a 
period  of  eight  years  and  shall  be  subject  to  such  additional  refresher  training  as  may 
now  or  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  regulations  promulgated  by  the  President ,  or  as  may 
hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law. 

SEC.  5.  Any  person  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  regulations 
made  pursuant  hereto,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  loqprisonnent  for 
not  more  than  one  year  or  a  fine  of  not  more  than  $1,000,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  im¬ 
prisonment. 


SEC.  6.  This  Act  shall  become  effective  immediately  upon  the  cessation  of  induction 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940,  as  amezided,  and 
on  said  date  shall  supersede  said  Act. 


VbShlngtcn  Letter  No.  5  Page  3 


This  proposal  for  post  mr  universal  military  training  raises  profoundly  complex  questions 
which  will  be  treated  in  more  detail  in  the  next  news  letter. 

It  is  being  urged  out  of  a  sense  of  insecurity  because  the  political  institutions  created 
at  the  close  of  the  last  war  did  not  prevent  this  war>  because  of  a  widespread  belief  that 
we  were  attacked  because  we  were  unprepared  in  a  military  sense  (in  spite  of  Senator  Van- 
denberg's  warning  in  September  1939  that  if  we  became  an  arsenal  for  one  side,  we  would 
become  a  target  for  the  other)  j  and  because  of  a  growing  feeling  that  in  our  lawless  and 
irresponsible  age  every  citizen  ou^t  to  render  service  to  his  country  either  military  or 
civil  Ian  j  and  by  some  it  will  be  defended  as  a  means  for  upholding  whatever  settlements 
and  institutions  may  emerge  from  the  war. 

This  proposal  for  \inlversal  military  training  —  a  radical  departure  from  American  tradi¬ 
tion  —  reveals  the  widespread  cynicism  about  the  possibilities  of  an  orgianlzed  world 
based  on  a  large  measure  of  Justice  and  a  minimum  of  force  being  created  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture.  It  ignores  the  fact  that  both  France  and  Russia  having  had  conscription  and  large 
armies,  yet  were  the  victims  of  sudden  attack.  Such  a  plan  to  put  every  boy  of  17  in  the 
army  would  subordinate  all  higher  education  to  military  Influence.  Mrs.  Roosevelt  has 
repeatedly  urged  that  civilian  training  be  cooqpulsory  for  all  young  women  as  well. 

It  is  no  accident  that  a  free  religlo\m  society  like  the  Society  of  Friends  winked  out 
both  in  Germany  and  France  during  a  century  of  military  conscription.  The  Society  of 
Friends  in  England  in  1916  opposed  the  introduction  of  military  conscription  "as  imperil¬ 
ling  the  liberty  of  the  individual  conscience,  which  is  the  main  hope  of  human  progress  — 
and  as  entrenching  more  deeply  that  militarism  from  which  we  all  desire  the  world  to  be 
freed."  The  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  on  January  29th  at  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  expressed  their  opposition  to  post  war  military  conscription  and  their  conviction 
that  conscription  can  be  averted  only  by  organizing  the  world  on  a  different  and  better 
basis. 

The  Post  War  World  Council,  112' East  19th  Street,  New  York  City,  has  Just  published  a  13- 
page  pamphlet  by  Norman  Thomas  entitled  "Conscription  -  the  Test  of  the  Peace"  (10  cents) 
in  which  he  reviews  some  of  the  Implications  for  education,  for  labor,  and  for  democracy 
of  universal  military  training  in  peace  time. 

There  are  no  provisions  for  conscience  in  the  May  Bill.  Representatives  of  the  churches 
and  the  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors  are  now  preparing  proposals  for 
presentation  to  the  Military  Affairs  Committee.  There  is  still  a  strong  possibility  that 
post  war  conscription  may  come  as  an  extension  of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act 
or  in  some  other  language  or  j  revisions  than  the  '"ay  Bill. 

Have  you  talked  to  ycur  Con'’^res3man  in  person  and  written  to  your  two  SerMors  about  post 
war  conscription? 

THE  AUSTIN  -  WADSWORTH  BILL  FOR  NATIONAL  SERVICE  LEGISLATION 

Time  lAagazine  says  that  the  Austin-Wadsworth  Bill  (S.  666,  H.R.  3944)  providing  liability 
for  service  in  war  industries,  for  all  men  18  to  65  and  women  from  21  to  50  is  "mackerel- 
^  dead" .  However,  a  lively  campaign  for  its  passage  is  being  conducted  by  certain  groups. 

WAR  REFUGEE  BOARD 

The  President  on  January  22  set  up  a  War  Refugee  Board  consisting  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  to  take  action  (asked  for 
in  H.Res.  350,  H.Res.  352,  and  S.Res.  203,  'Malch  were  then  withdrawn)  for  the  Immediate 
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rescue  from  the  Nazis  of  as  maqjr  as  possible  of  the  persecuted  minorities  of  Europe  • 
racial,  religious,  or  political.  John  W.  Pehle,  of  the  Treasury  Department,  has  been  named 
as  the  executive  director,  and  Is  now  vigorously  discussing  plans  for  action  with  public 
agencies  such  as  the  Intergovernmental  Committee,  UNRRA ,  and  various  private  agencies 
The  New  Republic  said  editorially  February  7th,  "Yet  honesty  compels  us  to  add  that  the 
Intergovernmental  Committee  has  never  done  anything  effective  to  help  Hitler's  victims, 
that  there  Is  no  sign  that  either  the  United  States  or  Great  Britain  Is  prepared  to  let 
down  the  bars  and  permit  ImmlgrEitlon  on  the  necessary  scale;  that  some  American  diplomatic 
representatives  abroad  have  themselves  displayed  anti-Semitism  and  that  our  diplomatic 
service  as  a  whole,  and  our  State  Department,  have  never  demonstrated  any  real  concern  at 
all  consonant  with  the  size  of  the  tragedy." 

atrocities  and  violence  in  wartime 

The  stories  of  Japanese  atrocities  to  American  prisoners  ,  released  during  the  War  Bond 
Drive,  not  only  stirred  the  country  deeply,  but  Congress  as  well.  Cou.^ssman  Hill  of 
Colorado  placed  in  the  Congressional  Record  a  transcript  of  a  nationwide  broadcast  by  Lo- 
throp  Stoddard  In  which  he  demanded  that  the  United  Nations  execute  500,000  Japansse  at 
the  close  of  the  war  ,  including  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  members  of  organizations 
like  the  Black  Dragon  Society,  etc. 

At  their  closing  session,  February  15th,  the  School  In  Christian  Action  and  Leadership 
Education,  sponsored  by  the  Washington  (D.C.)  Federation  of  Churches,  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  which  said  in  part; 

"...  Christian  faith  and  practice  are  being  tested  as  never  before  In  our  time,  yet 
as  followers  of  Christ  we  feel  constrained  to  renounce  for  ourselves,  and  invite  oth¬ 
ers  to  Join  us  in  resisting  the  way  of  vindictiveness.  Hatred  violates  the  principles 
of  Christ  which  are  not  abrogated  even  by  war;  it  poisons  the  bodies  and  warps  the 
minds  of  those  who  hate  ;  It  tenls  unjustifiably  to  condemn  whole  populations  for  the 
crimes  of  some  ;  It  Is  unnecessary  to  win  the  war  and  In  fact  helps  to  prolong  It 
through  heightening  our  opponents'  resistance;  and  It  makes  utterly  Impossible  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  either  a  Just  or  a  lasting  peace.  We  therefore  call  upon  our  fellow 
Christians  in  the  churches  of  Metropolitan  Washington  to  Join  us  In  opposing  all  ap¬ 
peals  to  hate  and  vengefulness.  ..." 

During  early  February,  a  widespread  discussion  was  taking  place  In  the  Press  In  Great 
Britain  about  the  "obliteration"  bombings  on  the  continent  by  the  Allies.  Finally  the 
Bishop  of  Chichester,  supported  by  Lord  Lang  the  former  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  devoted 
an  hour  in  the  House  of  Lords  February  9th  to  questioning  this  policy.  The  government 
reply  that  such  bombings  would  not  only  continue  but  be  stepped  up  was  made  by  Lord  Cran- 
bourne.  Fellowship  Magazine  for  February,  In  an  article  by  R.  Alfred  Hassler,  has  sum¬ 
marized  some  of  this  discussion  in  the  British  and  American  Press  on  the  extent  of  damage 
done . 

Aren't  the  women  and  children  of  Europe,  in  one  sense,  our  prisoners  too,  In  so  far  as  we 
could  send  them  food  through  the  blockade?  What  responsibility  do  we  feel  toward  them? 

IT'S  UP  TO  CONGRESS,  TOO 

Senator  Joseph  H.  Ball  of  Minnesota  Is  the  author  of  a  very  thoughtful  and  pointed  article 
"Your  Move,  Mr.  President"  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post  for  February  19th  in  vidilch  he  asks 
the  administration  to  Implement  the  resolutions  on  world  organization  passed  by  the  Bouse 
and  Senate  last  fall  ,  and  calls  for  real  cooperation  between  the  Executive  and  Congress. 
However,  Congress  hasn't  set  up  a  real  planning  committee  on  international  political  prob¬ 
lems  or  peace  alms  in  either  House,  as  advocated  for  years  by  many  peace  organizations. 
The  Senate  committee  on  post  war  planning  headed  by  Senator  George,  and  the  recently-ap¬ 
pointed  18-man  House  Committee  under  the  chairmanship  of  William  M.  Colmer  of  Mississippi 
are  dealing  very  conservatively  only  with  domestic  economic  questions  such  as  reconversion 
and  re-employment ,  and  not  with  the  broad  and  very  complex  task  of  evolving  an  organized 
aod  .tabl.  .orld. 


